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Kazumasa Kusaka 

Chairman and CEO, Japan Economic Foundation 

 

Kazumasa Kusaka has been Chairman and CEO of the 

Japan Economic Foundation (JEF) since April 1, 2013, and 

is also a Professor at University of Tokyo Graduate School of 

Public Policy. He previously served for 36 years in Japan’s 

Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI), rising 

to become vice-minister for international affairs in the 

reorganized Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) in 2004. During his long 

career in public service, Kusaka was seconded to the International Energy Agency 

(IEA)/OECD and was Japan’s senior official for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 

(APEC). He played a central role in Asia’s economic integration, promoting FTAs in 

the region as well as serving as a senior official negotiating the Doha development 

agenda of the WTO. He was head of Japan’s Energy Agency and held director-general 

positions in technology and environmental policy in addition to trade and investment-

related areas within METI. He was also instrumental in finalizing the Kyoto Protocol, 

and developing Japan’s energy and environment policies. Among many other posts 

Kusaka has held are Special Adviser to the Prime Minister on Global Warming, senior 

vice president of Mitsubishi Electric, executive adviser to Dentsu Inc., and president of 

the Japan Cooperation Center for the Middle East. 

 

 

 

Akira Hirai 

 

Managing Director, Chief Secretary, The Kyushu Economic 

Federation 

 

Education: Economics, National Kyushu University, 1980 

 

 

 

 

Experience: 

2009-present 

2015.6 Managing Director, Chief Secretary 

2011.5 Director, Chief Secretary 

2009.5 Director, General Administration & Policy Planning Bureau 



 

1996-2009 

2006.4 General Manager, General Administration & Policy Planning Bureau 

2002.11 General Manager, Planning and Public Relations Division & 

International Division 

2001.7 General Manager, Planning and Public Relations Division 

1999.10 Deputy General Manager, Planning and Public Relations Division 

1998.4 Deputy General Manager, Planning Division 

1996.4 Manager Planning Division 

 

1985-1996 

1994.4 Manager General Administration Division 

1993.4 Manager Planning Division 

1985.4 Join, Planning Division, Kyushu Economic Federation 

 

1980-1985 

1981.4 Staff member, Mitsubishi Coal Mining Co. Ltd. 

1980.4 Join, Mitsubishi Mining & Cement Co. Ltd. 

 

 

 

Kazuo Matsushita  

Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University 

Senior Fellow, Institute for Global Environmental 

Strategies (IGES)  

Examiner, Environmental and Social Guidelines, Japan 

International Cooperation (JICA) 

 

 

Prof. Matsushita served as Professor of Global 

Environmental Policy at the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies of the 

Kyoto University, from November 2001 to March 2013. He graduated from the Tokyo 

University and obtained MA in political economy from the Johns Hopkins University. 

He joined the Environment Agency in 1972 and served as the Director of the Air 

Pollution Control Division and the Global Environment Policy and Cooperation 

Division. He also worked at the OECD, UNCED and IGES. His research focuses on 

green economy and environmental policy integration for sustainable society. His 

publication includes “A Journey to Global Environmental Studies”, “An Introduction to 

Environmental Policy”, “Environmental Governance”, “Introduction to Environmental 

Politics”,“Environment in the 21st Century and New Development Patterns” (in 

English). He is also Academic Adviser of the Global Environment Forum (GEF) of 



Japan as well as a member of the Board of Trustees of the 

Environmental Innovation and Communication 

Organization. 

Naoyuki Haraoka 

Executive Managing Director, Japan Economic Foundation 

 

Naoyuki Haraoka has been Executive Managing Director 

of the Japan Economic Foundation (JEF) since 2007. After 

graduating the University of Tokyo in 1978 (Bachelor of 

Economics), he joined MITI (Ministry of International Trade and Industry) of 

Japanese government.  

Having been posted in the industrial policy section and the international trade policy 

section for a few years, he was enrolled in a two year MPA (Master of Public 

Administration) programme at Woodraw Wilson School of Princeton University in the 

US on a Japanese government sponsorship. After having acquired MPA at Princeton, 

he rejoined MITI in 1984 as an economist. Since then he had been posted as Deputy 

Director and Director of a number of MITI divisions including Research Division of 

International Trade Policy Bureau. He was also posted in Paris twice, firstly, Principal 

Economist of Trade Bureau of OECD (Organization of Economic Cooperation and 

Development) from 1988 to 92 and secondly Counselor to Japanese Delegation of 

OECD from 1996 to 99. After coming back to MITI from his second stay in Paris, at 

the occasion of the government structural reform in 2001 when MITI was remodeled 

as METI (Ministry of Economy Trade and Industry) he joined the efforts to found 

METI research institute, Research Institute of Economy Trade and Industry as its 

Director of Administration. He became Chief Executive Director of JETRO San 

Francisco in 2003 and stayed in San Francisco until 2006. He was Director-General of 

METI Training Institute from 2006 until July, 2007 when he left METI permanently. 

 

 

 

Naoyuki Yoshino 

Dean and CEO, Asian Development Bank Institute 

 

 

Naoyuki Yoshino is Dean & CEO of the Asian Development 

Bank Institute (ADB Institute); Professor Emeritus of Keio 

University, in Tokyo, Japan; and Senior Adviser at the Japan 

Financial Services Agency’s (FSA) Financial Research Center 

(FSA Institute). He obtained his PhD from Johns Hopkins 

University, where his thesis supervisor was Sir Alan Walters (who was Margaret 

Thatcher’s Economic Adviser). He was a visiting scholar at the Massachusetts 



Institute of Technology (United States) and has been a visiting professor at various 

universities including the University of New South Wales (Australia) Fondation 

Nationale des Sciences Politiques (France), University of Gothenburg (Sweden) and 

Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg (Germany). He was an Assistant 

Professor at the State University of New York at Buffalo and an Economics Professor 

at Keio University from 1991 to 2014. He was appointed board of the Financial 

Planning Standards Board in 2007, and also served as chairperson of the Japanese 

Ministry of Finance’s council on Foreign Exchange and its Fiscal System Council 

(Fiscal Investment and Loan Program Section). He was also a board member of the 

Deposit Insurance Corporation of Japan, chairperson of the Meeting of Japanese 

Government Bond Investors (Ministry of Finance), and was President of the Financial 

System Council of the Government of Japan. He was conferred honorary doctorates by 

the University of Gothenburg (Sweden) in 2004 and by Martin Luther University of 

Halle-Wittenberg (Germany) in 2013; he also received the Fukuzawa Award from Keio 

University for his contribution to academic research in 2013. He teaches “Financial 

System of Japan” at the University on Air through nationwide television network in 

Japan every week. He is the President of Financial Education Council organized by 

the Central Bank of Japan, Financial Services Agency (FSA), Ministry of Education, 

Cabinet Ministry and private financial institutions. 

 

 

 

Shujiro Urata 

Dean and Professor, Graduate School Asia-Pacific Studies, 

Waseda University 

 

Shujiro Urata is Dean and Professor of Economics at 

Graduate School Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University. 

He is also Specially Appointed Fellow at the Japanese 

Centre for Economic Research (JCER), Faculty Fellow at 

the Research Institute of Economy, Trade & Industry 

(RIETI), and Senior Research Adviser for the Executive Director of the Economic 

Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) in Jakarta. Professor Urata 

received his B.A. in Economics from Keio University in 1973 and his M.A. and Ph.D. in 

Economics at Stanford University in 1976 and 1978. He is a former Research Associate 

at the Brookings Institution, an Economist at the World Bank. He specializes in 

International Economics and Economics of Development. He has held a number of 

research and advisory positions including senior advisor to the Government of 

Indonesia, consultant to the World Bank, OECD, the Asian Development Bank and the 

Government of Japan. He published and edited a number of books on international 

economic issues and is an author and co-author of numerous articles in professional 



journals. His book publications in English include Multinationals and Economic 

Growth in East Asia, co-editor, Routledge, 2006, Free Trade Agreements in the Asia-

Pacific, co-editor, World Scientific, 2010, Economic Consequences of Globalization: 

Evidence from East Asia, co-editor, Routledge, 2012, and others. 

 

 

 

Yukiko Fukagawa 

Professor, School of Political Science and Economics, 

Waseda University 

 

Yukiko Fukagawa is currently a Professor, School of 

Political Science and Economics, Waseda University and a 

Visiting Fellow, Yonsei University in Korea. After 

undergraduate program at Waseda, she studied at Yale 

University for MA in International Development 

Economics, and finished Ph.D program at Waseda Graduate School of Business 

Studies. Her major interest lies in economic development in East Asia, especially 

Korea. She worked for Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) and Long-Term 

Credit Bank Research Institute (LTCBR) before joining the faculty member of Aoyama 

Gakuin University and the University of Tokyo before coming back to Waseda. She 

engaged in many consultation and advisory activities for the government, such as the 

Committee for Foreign Exchange in the Ministry of Finance, the Committee for 

Industrial Structure in the Ministry of Economy and Industry etc... She served as the 

Chairman of Economic Section in “Japan-Korea Joint Study for the New Era” project 

opened in 2013. Her recent publication includes Japan’s Future International 

Cooperation (2015), Nihon Hyoronsha, Northeast Asia and Japan-Korea Relations in 

Post Financial Crisis (2013), co-ed with Yul Sohn, Institute of Asia Studies, Waseda 

University. 

 


