
Dr. Choong-Yong Ahn 

Chairman, Korea Commission for Corporate Partnership 

(KCCP) 

 

 

 

 

Choong-Yong Ahn is Chairman of the Korea Commission for Corporate 

Partnership (KCCP), responsible for nurturing voluntary collaborations and 

synergy between Korea’s big businesses and small and medium 

enterprises. Prior to his current post, he served as Foreign Investment 

Ombudsman (2006-2014), the troubleshooter responsible for resolving 

grievances raised by foreign investors at the Korea Trade and Investment 

Promotion Agency in Korea. From 2010 to 2012, he was Chairman of the 

Presidential Regulatory Reform Committee. He also holds Distinguished 

Professorship at the Graduate School of International Studies of Chung-

Ang University. While on sabbatical from Chung-Ang University, he also 

served several posts such as President of the Korea Institute for 

International Economic Policy (2002- 2005); Chair of the APEC Economic 

Committee; Chair of Board, Choheung Bank; consultant to the World 

Bank; UNIDO Chief Technical Advisor to the Economic Planning Unit of 

Malaysia to design Malaysia’s industrial master plan; and as President of 

several academic societies in Korea including the Korea International 

Economics Association, Korean Association of Trade and Industry Studies, 

and Korea Econometric Society.  

Dr. Ahn’s honors include the Economist of the Year Award from the Maeil 

Business Daily Newspaper in Korea, the Okita Policy Research Award by 

the National Institute for Research Advancement in Japan for his 

publication on “Modern East Asian Economy”, and Free Economy 

Publication Award by the Federation of Korean Industries. Since 

receiving his Ph.D. from Ohio State University, Dr. Ahn has published many 

articles in international journals including the Review of Economics and 

Statistics, European Economic Review, Japanese Economic Review, and 

Journal of Asian Economics, as well as monograph papers in North-

Holland, Cambridge University Press, Springer, and Edward Elgar, to 

name a few. 

 

 

 



Dr. Jose Ramon Albert 

Senior Research Fellow, Philippine Institute for 

Development Studies (PIDS) 

 

 

 

 

Jose Ramon Albert is Senior Research Fellow at the Philippine Institute for 

Development Studies. He was Secretary-General of the now defunct 

National Statistical Coordination Board. Dr. Albert is a professional 

statistician who has written or co-authored various monographs, papers, 

journal articles, and popular writings on topics spanning poverty analysis, 

education statistics, ICT statistics and big data, climate change, and 

innovation. He is also a member of various bodies and expert groups on 

statistical matters, including the UN Global Pulse Privacy Advisory Group, 

and the Philippine Commission on Higher Education (CHED) Technical 

Committee on Statistics.  

For over 15 years, Dr. Albert has worked in two dozen countries 

supported by various development agencies. He has taught at several 

higher educational institutions, and has directed various statistical 

capacity- building activities. He is the immediate past President of the 

Philippine Statistical Association, Inc. He earned a PhD in Statistics (1993) 

and a Master of Science in Statistics (1989) from the State University of 

New York at Stony Brook. He was a DOST-SEI Scholar and graduated with 

a degree in Applied Mathematics (summa cum laude and awardee for 

Excellence in Mathematics) from the De La Salle University (1988). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Thomas Aquino 

Chairman, Board of Directors, NOW Corporation 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Aquino has professional expertise in business strategy, trade 

policy, investments and technology promotions, industrial policy, and 

international negotiations.  

He is Senior Fellow at the Center for Research and Communication, 

University of Asia and the Pacific (UA&P).  

He is Chairman of NOW Corporation, Independent Director of Alsons 

Consolidated Resources Inc, and A Brown Company Inc. (both publicly-

listed companies in the Philippine Stock Exchange), and Chairman of 

REID Foundation Inc.  

Formerly Senior Undersecretary of the Philippine Department of Trade 

and Industry, he promoted exports abroad and led the country’s trade 

negotiations in the World Trade Organization and ASEAN Economic 

Community and its participation in the Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation. He was overall lead negotiator for the Japan-Philippines 

Economic Partnership Agreement. He was conferred the Presidential 

Service Award (Lingkod Bayan) for his extraordinary contribution of 

national impact on public interest, security, and patrimony and was 

recipient of the Gawad Mabini Award with the rank of Grand Cross 

(Dakilang Kamaong) for distinguished service to the country by the 

President of the Republic of the Philippines.  

He obtained his PhD in Management from the IESE Business School, 

University of Navarre, MS in Industrial Economics from UA&P, and AB in 

Economics from the School of Economics, University of the Philippines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Nonarit Bisonyabut 

Research Fellow, Thailand Development Research 

Institute (TDRI)  

 

 

 

 

Nonarit Bisonyabut was born in 1980 in Bangkok, Thailand. He received a 

Bachelor of Economics and a Master of Economics from Chulalongkorn 

University and a PhD in Economics from the University of Wisconsin- 

Madison in 2010. From 2011 to 2014, he served as a member of the 

senate’s subcommittee and an advisor of the committee on monetary, 

finance, banking, and financial institutions. Currently, he is a member of 

the National Anti- Corruption Commission’s subcommittee on indicators 

for the assessment of corruption risk. His research spans many topics in 

applied mathematics, econometrics, and development economics in 

the areas of poverty, inequality, and economic growth. His primary 

interest is on topics that involve Thailand’s social and economic 

development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Roehlano Briones 

Senior Research Fellow, Philippine Institute for 

Development Studies (PIDS) 

 

 

 

 

Roehlano Briones is Senior Research Fellow at PIDS, where he conducts 

policy research for the Philippine government, with specialization in 

agricultural policy. He has authored numerous published research 

papers and co-edited four books, on the economics of agriculture and 

natural resources, rural development, food security, international trade, 

and the macro economy. He is a Board Member of the consultancy 

group Brain Trust Inc., past Board Member of the Philippine Economic 

Society, as well as Fellow of the Foundation for Economic Freedom. He 

has also provided technical assistance to government agencies in 

Thailand, Indonesia, Viet Nam, and various Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) bodies, while consulting for international donor 

agencies. Previously, he was an assistant professor at Ateneo de Manila 

University and University of the Philippines Los Banos. He obtained his 

Ph.D. from the University of the Philippines (UP) School of Economics in 

2000 and did postdoctoral research at the World Fish Center in Penang, 

Malaysia. In 2017, he was the UP Los Banos College of Economics and 

Management Outstanding Alumnus for Economics and Public Policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Mignonne Man-jung Chan 

Chair and CEO, Out-of-the-Box Consultancy  

 

 

 

 

 

Mignonne Man-jung Chan has extensive experience in academia, 

government, business, and media. She is Founder and CEO of Out-of-

the-Box Consultancy, and Director-General of the India Electronics and 

Semiconductor Association (IESA Taipei Office). She is also a 

commissioner at the Disciplinary Committee of the KMT. She sits in many 

Boards, including the National Policy Research Foundation—the KMT 

think tank, Independent Non-Executive Director of Standard Chartered 

Bank (Taiwan), Executive Board Member of Association of Emerging 

Market Studies, Association of Strategic Environmental Resources, and 

Sino-U.S. Economic and Cultural Association.  

Dr. Chan currently also serves as Advisor to the Chinese Taipei APEC 

Study Center, Visiting Associate Professor, MBA program at the National 

Chengchi University. She is also regularly coaching negotiations for 

business, government, and academia.  

Her government experience includes serving the National Security 

Council as Senior Advisor to the President, and Legislator-at-Large in the 

Legislative Yuan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Yose Rizal Damuri 

Head, Department of Economics, Center for Strategic 

and International Studies (CSIS) 

 

 

 

 

Yose Rizal Damuri heads the Department of Economics of the Center for 

Strategic and International Studies. His research activities focus on 

international trade, regional integration, and globalization of value 

chain. He is active in several research and advisory networks both in 

Indonesia and in East Asia, such as Indonesia Service Dialogue (ISD) and 

Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network on Trade.  

Dr. Damuri also teaches international economics courses at the Faculty 

of Economics, University of Indonesia. In addition, he occasionally writes 

in local and national newspapers. He received his Bachelor of 

Economics from the Faculty of Economics, University of Indonesia. He 

continued his studies at the National Centre for Development Studies, 

Australian National University (ANU) Canberra where he got his Master of 

Economics of Development. He received his PhD in International 

Economics from the Graduate Institute of International Studies (HEI), 

Geneva, Switzerland.  

His research interests include international economics, economic 

modelling, and global value chain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Prabir De 

Professor, Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi 

 

 

 

 

Prabir De is Professor at the Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He is also the Coordinator of 

ASEAN-India Centre (AIC) at RIS. Dr De works in the field of international 

economics and has research interests in international trade and 

development. He was a Visiting Fellow of the Institute of Developing 

Economies (IDE-JETRO) and the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI), 

both in Tokyo, and a Visiting Senior Fellow of the United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), 

Bangkok. He has been conducting policy research for the Government 

of India and several national and international organizations. He has a 

PhD in Economics from the Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India. He has 

contributed several research papers in international journals and written 

books on trade and development. His recent publication includes 

“Myanmar’s Integration with the World: Challenges and Policy Options” 

(Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore, 2017). He is also the Editor of the South 

Asia Economic Journal published by Sage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assistant Secretary Ma. Hellen B. De La Vega 

Office of ASEAN Affairs, Department of Foreign Affairs, 

Philippines 

 

 

 

 

Maria Hellen De La Vega is a career officer of the Philippine Department 

of Foreign Affairs (DFA). She is the Director-General for the ASEAN-

Philippines National Secretariat. She was the Philippine Representative to 

the High-Level Task Force, the group that drafted the ASEAN Vision 2025.  

She also served as Philippine Consul-General in Los Angeles, California, 

USA; Philippine Ambassador to the Republic of the Union of Myanmar; 

Deputy Chief of Mission, Minister, and Consul-General at the Philippine 

Embassy in Beijing, People’s Republic of China; First Secretary and 

Consult at the Philippine Embassy in Tokyo, Japan; Second Secretary and 

Consul at the Philippine Embassy in Madrid, Spain; and Third Secretary 

and Vice-Consul at the Philippine Embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia. She 

held the position of Executive Director of the DFA Office of Asia and 

Pacific Affairs from August 28, 2007 to September 23, 2008.  

She graduated in 1982 at the University of Santo Tomas in Manila with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Asian Studies (cum laude). She was a recipient of a 

Fellowship Program on Investments Promotion from the Belgian 

Government, and took her Foreign Service Training Course under the 

auspices of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. She 

obtained her Master’s degree in International Public Policy from the Paul 

Nitze School of Advanced International Studies of the John Hopkins 

University in Washington, D.C. as a Freeman Fellow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Naoyuki Haraoka  

Executive Managing Director, Japan Economic 

Foundation (JEF) 

 

 

 

 

Naoyuki Haraoka was born in Tokyo in 1955. After graduating from the 

University of Tokyo in 1978 (Bachelor of Economics), he joined the Ministry 

of International Trade and Industry (MITI) of the Japanese government. 

Having been posted in the industrial policy section and the international 

trade policy section for a few years, he was enrolled in a two-year 

Master of Public Administration (MPA) program at the Woodraw Wilson 

School of Princeton University in the United States on a Japanese 

government sponsorship. After having acquired MPA at Princeton, he 

rejoined MITI in 1984 as an economist. Since then, he had been posted 

as Deputy Director and Director of a number of MITI divisions including 

the Research Division of the International Trade Policy Bureau. He was 

also posted in Paris twice, firstly, as Principal Economist of the Trade 

Bureau of the Organization of Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) from 1988 to 1992 and, secondly, as Counselor to 

the Japanese delegation of the OECD from 1996 to 1999. After coming 

back to MITI from his second stay in Paris, at the occasion of the 

government structural reform in 2001 when MITI was remodeled as the 

Ministry of Economy Trade and Industry (METI), he joined the efforts to 

found the METI research institute, Research Institute of Economy Trade 

and Industry, as its Director of Administration. He became Chief 

Executive Director of the Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) San 

Francisco in 2003 and stayed in San Francisco until 2006. He was Director-

General of the METI Training Institute from 2006 until July 2007 when he 

left METI permanently and joined the Japan Economic Foundation (JEF) 

as Executive Managing Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Ponciano Intal Jr. 

Senior Economist, Economic Research Institute for 

ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA)  

 

 

 

 

Ponciano Intal Jr. has been the lead coordinator (together with his ERIA 

colleagues) of a number of major ERIA projects on ASEAN Economic 

Community and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community over the past six 

years, including ASEAN Rising: ASEAN and AEC beyond 2015; Framing 

ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Post 2015; Mid-Term Review of the 

Implementation of the AEC Blueprint; and the AEC Scorecard monitoring 

project. Dr. Intal also led two important ERIA projects on agricultural 

trade and development in ASEAN. At present, Dr. Intal is the lead 

coordinator of the joint ERIA-Philippine government five-volume 

publication project, ASEAN at 50: Retrospectives and Perspectives on the 

Making, Substance, Significance and Future of ASEAN, in 

commemoration of the 50th anniversary of ASEAN in 2017.  

Prior to joining ERIA in July 2009, Dr. Intal was a full-time professor at the 

Economics Department and University Fellow of De La Salle University, 

Manila (Philippines). He served the University for 10 years before retiring. 

He was also the President of the Philippine Institute for Development 

Studies for more than seven years. He also served as a top government 

official in the country’s National Economic and Development Authority, 

serving as director of the Trade, Industry and Utilities Staff, and of the 

National Planning and Policy Staff, and then moving up ultimately as the 

Deputy Director-General (deputy minister position) in charge of the 

National Development Office of NEDA. Dr. Intal finished his Bachelor’s 

degree in Business Administration major in Economics (summa cum 

laude) from Mindanao State University, Philippines, in 1970, Master of Arts 

in Economics from the University of the Philippines-Diliman, and PhD in 

Economics from Yale University (New Haven, Connecticut, USA) in 1983.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Datuk Seri Jayasiri Jayasena 

Secretary General, Ministry of International Trade and 

Industry (MITI), Malaysia  

 

 

 

 

Datuk Seri J.Jayasiri is Secretary General of the Ministry of International 

Trade and Industry of Malaysia. He joined the civil service in December 

1981 as Assistant Secretary of International Affairs, Ministry of Primary 

Industries dealing with international commodity issues. He later assumed 

the post of First Secretary in the Permanent Mission of Malaysia in 

Geneva from 1988 to 1997 representing Malaysia in the Uruguay Round 

of negotiations to establish the World Trade Organization. He returned to 

MITI in 1997 and served as Principal Assistant Director of Multilateral Trade 

Relations and subsequently Director of APEC. He was Malaysia’s Senior 

Official to APEC from 2002 to 2006. He went on to become Senior 

Director, Bilateral and Regional Relations, and then Senior Director of 

Multilateral Trade Policy and Negotiations. He was Deputy Secretary 

General (Strategy and Monitoring) of MITI from January 2015 to June 

2016. He led Malaysia’s team in the ASEAN-China FTA, Malaysia-Japan 

FTA, and the TPPA negotiations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Kazumasa Kusaka 

Chairman and CEO, Japan Economic Foundation (JEF) 

 

 

 

 

 

Kazumasa Kusaka has been Chairman and CEO of the Japan Economic 

Foundation (JEF) since April 1, 2013, and is also a Professor at the 

University of Tokyo Graduate School of Public Policy. He previously served 

for 36 years in Japan’s Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI), 

rising to become vice-minister for international affairs in the reorganized 

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) in 2004. During his long 

career in public service, Mr. Kusaka was seconded to the International 

Energy Agency (IEA)/OECD and was Japan’s senior official for Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). He played a central role in Asia’s 

economic integration, promoting free trade agreements in the region as 

well as serving as a senior official negotiating the Doha development 

agenda of the World Trade Organization. He was head of Japan’s 

Energy Agency and held director-general positions in technology and 

environmental policy in addition to trade and investment-related areas 

within METI. He was also instrumental in finalizing the Kyoto Protocol, and 

developing Japan’s energy and environment policies. Among many 

other posts Mr. Kusaka has held are Special Adviser to the Prime Minister 

on Global Warming, senior vice president of Mitsubishi Electric, executive 

adviser to Dentsu Inc., and president of the Japan Cooperation Center 

for the Middle East. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Hank Lim 

Senior Research Fellow, Singapore Institute of 

International Affairs (SIIA)  

 

 

 

 

Hank Lim Giok-Hay has extensive experience and exposure in 

international and regional cooperation with a specialization in the 

economies of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation, and East Asian economic development. He is 

currently the chairperson of the Academic Advisory Council and the 

Research Institutes Network Meeting (RINM) of the Economic Research 

Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA). RIN is a network of 16 leading 

research institutes of ASEAN Plus China, Japan, Korea, India, Australia, 

and New Zealand. He is also currently Senior Research Fellow at the 

Singapore Institute of International Affairs (SIIA).  

Previously, Dr. Lim was Director for Research of the SIIA; Director of the 

Centre for Advanced Studies (CAS), National University of Singapore; First 

Singapore Representative appointed by Government to the APEC 

Eminent Persons Group (EPG); First Director-General of the Pacific 

Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) International Secretariat in 

Singapore; and Academic staff at the Department of Economics, 

National University of Singapore.  

Dr. Lim holds a Bachelor of Business Administration from Gannon College, 

Erie, PA, USA, and a PhD and MA in Economics from the University of 

Pittsburgh, PA, USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Gilberto Llanto 

President, Philippine Institute for Development Studies 

(PIDS) 

 

 

 

 

Gilberto Llanto is President of the Philippine Institute for Development 

Studies (PIDS), Lead Convenor of the Philippine APEC Study Center 

Network, and Regional Coordinator of the East Asian Development 

Network. In addition, he is Associate Editor of the Philippine Review of 

Economics, and Member of the Technical Committee for Economics of 

the Commission on Higher Education. He was formerly Deputy Director-

General of the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) 

and President of the Philippine Economic Society. Dr. Llanto obtained his 

PhD in Economics from the University of the Philippines School of 

Economics. He has written and published on public economics, growth 

economics, regional integration, and infrastructure regulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ambassador Murray McLean AO 

Chairman, Dunmore McLean Pty Ltd.  

 

 

 

 

 

Murray McLean was a former senior officer of the Australian Department 

of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). He currently holds many very 

important positions including Chair of Australia Japan Foundation (since 

2012), Vice Chancellor’s Professorial Fellow at Monash University (2012-

2016), non-resident Fellow at the Lowy Institute (since 2014), and 

Chairman, Foundation of Australia Japan Studies (since 2015). He retired 

from DFAT in 2012 after a 42-year career during which he was 

Ambassador to Japan (2004-2011) initiating negotiations on the FTA and 

on growing security cooperation as well as leading Australia’s response 

to the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear disasters; Deputy Secretary of 

DFAT (2004); First Assistant Secretary, North Asia Division (2001-2003); High 

Commissioner in Singapore (1997-2001); Assistant Secretary, East Asia 

Branch (1992-1996), and Consul General, Shanghai. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Min Ye Paing Hein 

Executive Director, Myanmar Development Institute 

(MDI)  

 

 

 

 

Min Ye Paing Hein is the Executive Director of Myanmar Development 

Institute (MDI). He is concurrently serving as a member of the 

Development Assistance Coordination Unit of the Government of the 

Union of Myanmar and of the macroeconomic management sector 

coordination group. Before assuming his position at the MDI, he had 

worked as an economist at the World Bank. Prior to his employment at 

the World Bank, he had taught economics and social science at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison and Rutgers University. He had also 

served as an adjunct lecturer at the Department of Economics at the 

Yangon University of Economics. He had previously worked as a 

consultant for a number of international organizations including the 

USAID and the International Development Enterprises. He received his 

PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Tadayuki Nagashima 

Chief Senior Researcher, Overseas Research 

Department, Japan External Trade Organization 

(JETRO) 

 

 

 

Born in Japan in 1956, he joined the Japan External Trade Organization 

(JETRO) after graduating from Sofia University (Jochi Daigaku) in 1979. 

Having been posted mainly in positions involving economic studies of 

Latin America, he was sent to the Embassy of Japan in Uruguay from 

1989 to 1992. He was posted as Executive Director of JETRO Mexico from 

2000 to 2005. During his tenure in Mexico, he was in-charge of facilitating 

the negotiations of the Japan-Mexico Economic Partnership Agreement. 

After returning to Japan in September 2005, he was posted as Director-

General of several departments of JETRO Headquarters as follows: April 

2008-December 2008: Director, Internal Audit Office; January 2009-March 

2011: Director-General, Invest Japan Department; April 2011-March 2013: 

Director-General, Overseas Research Department. He was appointed as 

Executive Vice-President from April 2013 to July 2015. After serving as 

Special Assistant to the Chairman of the organization, he has been 

engaged as Chief Senior Researcher of JETRO since April 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Ernesto Pernia 

Socioeconomic Planning Secretary, NEDA 

Director- General, and Chairman of the PIDS Board of 

Trustees 

 

 

 

Ernesto M. Pernia is the Secretary of Socioeconomic Planning, National 

Economic and Development Authority, Philippines. He is also Professor 

Emeritus of Economics, having served as Professor and Chairman of the 

Department of Economics, University of the Philippines.  

Dr. Pernia was Lead Economist at the Asian Development Bank (ADB). His 

work experience covered investment climate and productivity, 

economic growth and poverty reduction, education and health, human 

resource development, and regional economic cooperation in Asia. He 

also served as Regional Adviser on population and employment policy 

for Asia and the Pacific with the International Labour Organization.  

He served as chair of the board of trustees of the University of San Carlos 

(2011-2014), and as a director on the board of the Philippine-American 

Academy of Science and Engineering (2008-2013). He is also on the 

boards of a number of nongovernment organizations involved in 

education and health concerns, population and development, and 

care of street children.  

He obtained his PhD degree from the University of California Berkeley on 

a Ford Foundation scholarship and a Smithsonian Institution dissertation 

grant. He received the first award as Outstanding Young Scientist 

(economics and social sciences) from the National Academy of Science 

and Technology. He was chosen by the Philippine-American Academy 

of Science and Engineering for the 2015 Science Lectureship Award. He 

was a former President of the Philippine Economic Society and Co-Chair 

of the Federation of ASEAN Economic Associations (1988).  

Dr. Pernia is the author of a number of books, articles in national and 

international professional journals, and chapters of books. He was an 

occasional contributor of public-interest commentaries to the Philippine 

Daily Inquirer, Business World, and The Philippine Star Science section. 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Vo Tri Thanh 

Economist, Central Institute for Economic Management 

(CIEM)  

 

 

 

 

Vo Tri Thanh is currently senior expert (former vice-president) of the 

Central Institute for Economic Management (CIEM). He is also Chairman 

of Vietnam National Committee for Pacific Economic Cooperation 

(VNCPEC). He holds a Bachelor of Science from the Moscow State 

University, and a Master’s degree and a PhD in Economics from the 

Australian National University.  

Dr. Vo Tri Thanh mainly undertakes research and provides consultation on 

issues related to trade liberalization and international economic 

integration and macroeconomic policies. His other areas of interests 

include institutional reforms, financial system, and economic 

development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Professor Shujiro Urata 

Dean and Professor of Economics, Graduate School 

of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University 

 

 

 

 

Shujiro Urata is Dean and Professor of Economics at the Graduate School 

of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University. He is also Specially Appointed 

Fellow at the Japanese Centre for Economic Research (JCER), Faculty 

Fellow at the Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry (RIETI), 

and Senior Research Adviser for the Executive Director of the Economic 

Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) in Jakarta. Professor 

Urata received his BA in Economics from Keio University in 1973 and his 

MA and PhD in Economics at Stanford University in 1976 and 1978. He is a 

former Research Associate at the Brookings Institution and an Economist 

at the World Bank. He specializes in International Economics and 

Economics of Development. He has held a number of research and 

advisory positions including senior advisor to the Government of 

Indonesia, consultant to the World Bank, OECD, the Asian Development 

Bank, and the Government of Japan. He published and edited a 

number of books on international economic issues and is an author and 

co-author of numerous articles in professional journals. His book 

publications in English include Multinationals and Economic Growth in 

East Asia, co-editor, Routledge, 2006, Free Trade Agreements in the Asia-

Pacific, co-editor, World Scientific, 2010, Economic Consequences of 

Globalization: Evidence from East Asia, co-editor, Routledge, 2012, and 

others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Josef Yap 

Professorial Lecturer, UP School of Economics (UPSE)  

 

 

 

 

 

Josef Yap was President of the Philippine Institute for Development 

Studies (PIDS), where he worked for 26 years until his retirement on June 

30, 2013. While at PIDS, he specialized in macroeconomic policy and 

applied econometrics. Dr. Yap finished his undergraduate and doctoral 

studies at the University of the Philippines (UP) Diliman and went to the 

University of Pennsylvania on a post-graduate program. In 2010, Dr. Yap 

was honored as one of the 100 outstanding alumni of the UP Diliman 

College of Engineering as part of its centennial celebration. His current 

research interest centers on regional economic integration in East Asia. 

Dr. Yap was the regional coordinator of the East Asian Development 

Network and was actively involved in the establishment of the Economic 

Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA). He is co-author of the 

book The Philippine Economy: East Asia’s Stray Cat? Structure, Finance 

and Adjustment and is an Editorial Adviser of the Asian Economic 

Journal. At present, Dr. Yap is a Professorial Lecturer at the UP School of 

Economics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Professor Zhang Yunling 

Academy Member, Director of International Studies, 

Chinese Academy of Social Science (CASS)  

 

 

 

 

Born in 1945 in China, Zhang Yunling is a Professor, Academy Member, 

and Director of the International Studies of Chinese Academy of Social 

Science (CASS), He is also Director of the Center of Regional Security of 

CASS, member of the National Committee of Chinese Political 

Consultant Conference (since 2002), and President of the China 

Association of Asia-Pacific Studies. He is also Vice Chairman of the China 

Committee of PECC, Vice-President of the China-ROK Friendship 

Association, and Board Member of ERIA.  

He was Director of the Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies from 1993 to 2007. 

He served as a member of East Asia Vision Group (2000-2001, EAVG II, 

2012-2013), member of Official Expert Group on China-ASEAN 

Cooperation (2001), member of ASEM Task Force (2003-2004), Chairman 

of Joint Expert Group for Feasibility Study on EAFTA (2005-2006), and 

member of Phase II, member of Joint Expert Group of CEPEA (2006-2009), 

Executive Chairman of China-Republic of Korea Joint Expert Committee 

(2010-2013), and member of China-Japan 21st Century Friendship 

Commission (2003-2008).  

His latest publications include China and Asia Regionalism (English, 2010), 

China and World: New Change, Understanding and Identification 

(Chinese, 2011), Seeking a Benign Relationship between China and the 

World (Chinese, 2013), and Between the Ideal and Reality-Thinking of 

East Asian Cooperation (Chinese, 2015). (2001), member of ASEM Task 

Force (2003-2004), Chairman of Joint Expert Group for Feasibility Study on 

EAFTA (2005-2006), and member of Phase II, member of Joint Expert 

Group of CEPEA (2006-2009), Executive Chairman of China-Republic of 

Korea Joint Expert Committee (2010-2013), and member of China-Japan 

21st Century Friendship Commission (2003-2008).  

His latest publications include China and Asia Regionalism (English, 2010), 

China and World: New Change, Understanding and Identification 

(Chinese, 2011), Seeking a Benign Relationship between China and the 

World (Chinese, 2013), and Between the Ideal and Reality-Thinking of 

East Asian Cooperation (Chinese, 2015). 


