
                  

 
 
 

 
Profiles of Keynote Speakers & Panelists 

 
（In order of presentation） 

 

Peter Bekx is the Director of International Economic and Financial Affairs in the European Commission's 

Directorate General for Economic and Financial Affairs. Prior to that, he was the Director of Business 

Statistics in Eurostat. He was Professor of Economics at the Free University of Brussels for six years. In 

1985, he joined the European Commission and has held a number of posts. 

 

 

Sahoko Kaji is a Professor at Keio University and received her B.A. and M.A. in economics from Keio 

University, and a Ph.D. in economics in 1992 from The Johns Hopkins University. She is also Deputy 

Director of the EUSI (EU Studies Institute) and her publications include "Euro Kiki de Nihon wa 

Dounarunoka" (What the Euro Crisis means to Japan), Nihon Keizai Shimbun Publishing, 2012. 

 

 

Moreno Bertoldi is Head of the Unit responsible for Countries of the G-20 - IMF and G-Groups at the 

Directorate General for Economic and Financial Affairs of the European Commission. He is also the 

commission representative in the G-20 Framework for Growth Working Group.  

 

 

Eiji Yamashita is Professor Emeritus at Osaka City University from April 2011. After having worked as 

international economist at the Bank of Tokyo, he joined the Faculty of Economics, Osaka City University in 

1988 and later became Professor at Graduate School of Economics, Osaka City University (OCU). He was 

also Visiting Fellow, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, the European University Institute (EUI) 

in Florence, Italy in 2008. He has received his B.A. in economics from Keio Gijuku University in 1970, and 

Ph.D in Economics from OCU in 2003. His publications include “The Regime Transformation of 

International Monetary System: the Case against Floating Exchange Rates Revisited” (Toyokeizai-shinposha 

in Tokyo in September 2010) and “The European Economic and Monetary Union; Its Making and Lessons for 

Asia” (Keiso Shobo, July 2002). 

 

 

Sayuri Itoh is a Senior Economist at NLI Research Institute (subsidiary of Nippon Life Insurance Co.), 

and also a lecturer for Dokkyo University. She has received her B.A. in economics from Waseda University 

in 1987, and M.A in commerce, Graduate School of Commerce, Waseda University in 2005. She worked at 

the Industrial Bank of Japan for 1987-2001. Her research area is short-term and medium-term economic 

forecasts of Europe, and economic and monetary integration of Europe. Her publications include 

“Introduction to Monetary Theory (in Japanese)” (Showa-do, 2009) and “European Economy” (Minerva 

Shobo, 2011). 

 

 
 


