
Read
and

DiscoverYourW
indow

on
Japan

You can order annual subscriptions and
purchase back issues from our website. We
will give you a password that will enable
you to access back numbers dating back to
1995.  You can order from anywhere in the
world and we accept payment by all major
credit cards.

Subscriptions can be
ordered through our website:

Japan Economic Foundation
JAPAN SPOTLIGHT 
Editorial Section
11th fl. Jiji Press Bldg. 
5-15-8 Ginza, Chuo-ku Tokyo 104-0061 JAPAN
Fax: 03-5565-4828
E-mail: subscribe@jef.or.jp

Residents of Japan can also order
by FAX or E-mail.  
Payment is only available by bank trans-
fer, and we will bill you later. 
(Please let us know your name, address,
the starting issue number & the subscrip-
tion period and the number of copies you
wish to purchase) 

Subscription:
One Year (6 issues) ¥ 6,000 
Single Copy ¥ 1,200

(postage included)
*Consumption tax is also included 

when ordered from Japan

Maruzen Co., Ltd.
International Division
P.O. Box 5050
Tokyo International 100-3191 Japan
Tel:  81-3-3273-3234  
Fax: 81-3-3273-1044
E-mail: export@maruzen.co.jp

Available at Maruzen Internet Shopping:
http://www.maruzen.co.jp
Or contact Maruzen Co., Ltd.
Booknet Service Center Washobu Group
Tel: 03 - 3273 - 1042 Fax: 03 - 3273 - 1043
E-mail: wazasshi@maruzen.co.jp

Overseas Subscription:
One Year (6 issues) US $ 65 
Single Copy US $ 11

(postage included)

JAPAN SPOTLIGHT SALES AGENT: Maruzen Co., Ltd.

Domestic Subscription: 
One Year (6 issues) ¥ 6,000  
Single Copy ¥ 1,200 

(postage and tax included)

http://www.jef.or.jp/journal/index.html

SPOTLIGHT

November is called Kanna-zuki in the Japanese lunar calendar, and means “month
without gods.”  This is because eight million Japanese gods who take care of the ample
harvest and prosperity of people in every region of this country leave their shrines and
head for Izumo Taisha in Shimane Prefecture for the annual meeting.  (On the
contrary, in the Izumo region, this month is known as Kamiari-zuki or “month with
gods.”)  The gods are believed to use winds and clouds to attend the meeting held for
a week in Japan’s oldest and largest shrine dedicated to the god of marriage,
Okuninushi no Mikoto.   At the meeting, the gods discuss who should marry who.
When the meeting is over, the gods head back to their shrines, using winds and clouds
again.  

It is said if you visit Izumo Taisha during this period, your wish will easily come
true, as all eight million gods are listening to your prayers!
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