
Children’s Day in JapanChildren’s Day in JapanChildren’s Day in JapanChildren’s Day in Japan

Read
and

DiscoverYourW
indow

on
Japan

You can order annual subscriptions and
purchase back issues from our website. We
will give you a password that will enable
you to access back numbers dating back to
1995.  You can order from anywhere in the
world and we accept payment by all major
credit cards.

Subscriptions can be
ordered through our website:

Japan Economic Foundation
JAPAN SPOTLIGHT 
Editorial Section
11th fl. Jiji Press Bldg. 
5-15-8 Ginza, Chuo-ku Tokyo 104-0061 JAPAN
Fax: 03-5565-4828
E-mail: subscribe@jef.or.jp

Residents of Japan can also order
by FAX or E-mail.  
Payment is only available by bank trans-
fer, and we will bill you later. 
(Please let us know your name, address,
the starting issue number & the subscrip-
tion period and the number of copies you
wish to purchase) 

Subscription:
One Year (6 issues) ¥ 6,000 
Single Copy ¥ 1,200

(postage included)
*Consumption tax is also included 

when ordered from Japan

Maruzen Co., Ltd
International Division
P.O. Box 5050
Tokyo International 100-3191 Japan
Tel:  81-3-3273-3234  
Fax: 81-3-3273-1044
E-mail: export@maruzen.co.jp

Available at Maruzen Internet Shopping:
http://www.maruzen.co.jp
Or contact Maruzen Co. Ltd
Booknet Service Center Washobu Group
Tel: 03 - 3273 - 1042 Fax: 03 - 3273 - 1043
E-mail: wazasshi@maruzen.co.jp

Overseas Subscription:
One Year (6 issues) US $ 65 
Single Copy US $ 11

(postage included)

JAPAN SPOTLIGHT SALES AGENT: Maruzen Co., Ltd

Domestic Subscription: 
One Year (6 issues) ¥ 6,000  
Single Copy ¥ 1,200 

(postage and tax included)

http://www.jef.or.jp/journal/index.html

SPOTLIGHT

One of the common holidays throughout the world is Children’s Day.  Children’s
well-being and happiness are celebrated on different days in Germany, India, Nepal,
Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and Turkey.

In Japan, May 5 is a national holiday called Kodomo no Hi, or Children’s Day.
Nowadays, it is considered a day to particularly wish for boys’ happiness and health, in
comparison to Momo no Sekku, or Hina-Matsuri, (seasonal festival of dolls) on March
3, which specifically celebrates girls.  Kodomo no Hi has been set aside as a national
holiday since 1948, but its origins lie in Tango-no-Sekku, which dates back to the Nara
Period (710-794).

Around this time of the year, you may happen to see colorful banners in the shape
of carp flying against the wind.  Koi-nobori are used to decorate balconies and
miniature versions are placed inside homes, shops and restaurants.  Just like the
Chinese legend of the carp climbing up the waterfall of the Dragon Gate and
transforming into a dragon after its accomplishment, Koi-nobori represents parents’
wishes for their children to grow up healthy and make a success of their lives.
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