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Tuna is an essential ingredient for
sushi – a Japanese specialty that is

also very popular overseas.  But the glob-
al fish-eating community is turning harsh
eyes on Japan, the world’s largest tuna-
consuming nation, with two international
tuna conservation groups hammering out
substantial fishing quota cuts.

The Commission for the Conservation
of Southern Bluefin Tuna, which man-
ages resources of the fish in the south-
ern hemisphere, has agreed to almost
halve Japan’s annual fishing quota for
southern bluefin tuna – highly popular in
Japan for use in making quality sashimi
(sliced raw fish) – for five years begin-
ning in 2007 compared with its 2006
level.  Amid rapid worldwide depletion of
southern bluefin tuna stock due to over-
fishing, it came to light that Japanese

fishermen had been fishing southern
bluefin tuna largely in excess of Japan’s
quota.  The sharp quota reduction was
intended as a punishment for overfish-
ing.  The International Commission for
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas,
which controls bluefin tuna resources in
the Atlantic and Mediterranean waters,
has also agreed to reduce an annual
catch quota in the two regions by 20% in
four years through 2010.

According to statistics of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, global tuna catches in 2004
were 2,065,000 tons.  Japan topped the
list with 251,000 tons, followed by
Taiwan and Spain.  In China, tuna con-
sumption has recently become wide-
spread, mainly in coastal areas which
have been enjoying rapid economic

growth.  While demand for tuna has been
expanding on the back of global health-
conscious trends, tuna stocks have been
shrinking rapidly due to overfishing.

Against that backdrop, Japan has
taken the lead to host a joint meeting of
five international bodies in charge of tuna
stock management in the western Japan
city Kobe in January 2007.  The interna-
tional organizations will be discussing
prevention of illegal fishing as well as
measures to reduce tuna catches.  They
are set to adopt an action plan on issues
that need to be dealt with from now on.
As a major tuna consumer, Japan is
required to assume great responsibility
for preserving resources of the fish.

J apanese nuclear power plant makers
are enhancing their global business

offensive as overseas nuclear plant con-
struction plans are gaining momentum
amid sky-high oil prices.  Toshiba Corp.
has acquired Westinghouse Electric Co.
of the United States.  Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries Ltd. has agreed with France's
Areva Group to jointly develop next-gen-
eration medium-sized nuclear plants.
Furthermore, Hitachi Ltd. and General
Electric Co. of the United States have
announced a deal to effectively integrate
their nuclear plant divisions.

The United States is putting an end to
a freeze on nuclear plant construction
plans that has lasted since the Three
Miles Island accident in 1979.  By 2020,
some 25 new nuclear plants are expect-
ed to go on stream in that country.
China is projected to construct more
than 30 nuclear plants on rising electric-

ity demand amid high economic growth
by 2020.  Vietnam is planning to put its
first nuclear plant into operation
between 2017 and 2020.  As well as
industrial nations, Asian and East
European developing countries are
expected to explosively increase nuclear
plant construction.

In its World Energy Outlook 2006, the
International Energy Agency emphasizes
the usefulness of nuclear fuel that has
less impact on the environment and
costs less than other fuels.  It projects
worldwide nuclear power plant capacity
in 2030 to expand by some 40% from
2005.  The world’s energy policy, which
had once rejected nuclear plants for
safety reasons, might have reached a
turning point.

Detecting the trend, Japanese nuclear
plant makers have launched their acqui-
sition and alliance strategies, reorganiz-

ing the global nuclear plant industry into
three major players – the Toshiba-
Westinghouse, Mitsubishi-Areva and
Hitachi-GE groups.  The industry now
sees a three-way race on the world
stage.
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Hitachi and General Electric leaders shake
hands during a news conference announcing
their alliance in the nuclear plant business.




